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Guiding Principals 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Guiding Principles  

The overall goals to stimulate the economy in the short-term and invest wisely, using these funds to improve schools, raise achievement, drive reforms and produce better results for children and young people for the long-term health of our nation. 

Four principles guide the distribution and use of ARRA funds:

Spend funds quickly to save and create jobs.  ARRA funds will be distributed quickly to States, local educational agencies and other entities in order to avert layoffs, create and save jobs and improve student achievement.  States and LEAs in turn are urged to move rapidly to develop plans for using funds, consistent with the law’s reporting and accountability requirements, and to promptly begin spending funds to help drive the nation’s economic recovery.   

Ensure transparency, reporting and accountability.  To prevent fraud and abuse, support the most effective uses of ARRA funds, and accurately measure and track results, recipients must publicly report on how funds are used.   Due to the unprecedented scope and importance of this investment, ARRA funds are subject to additional and more rigorous reporting requirements than normally apply to grant recipients.

Invest one-time ARRA funds thoughtfully to minimize the “funding cliff.”  ARRA represents a historic infusion of funds that is expected to be temporary.  Depending on the program, these funds are available for only two to three years. These funds should be invested in ways that do not result in unsustainable continuing commitments after the funding expires. 

Improve student achievement through school improvement and reform.    To close the achievement gap and help students from all backgrounds achieve high standards. 
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ARRA Core Reforms

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Advance Core Reforms: Assurances

States must address four specific areas identified in ARRA that evidence shows make a critical contribution to student results:

Making progress toward rigorous college- and career-ready standards and high-quality assessments that are valid and reliable for all students, including English language learners and students with disabilities; 

Establishing pre-K-to college and career data systems that track progress and foster continuous improvement;

Making improvements in teacher effectiveness and in the equitable distribution of qualified teachers for all students, particularly students who are most in need;

Providing intensive support and effective interventions for the lowest-performing schools. 
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Texas Target Investments

Enhancing pre‐kindergarten 

 to post‐secondary data 

 systems that track progress 

 and foster continuous 

 improvement

Increasing efforts to institute 

 rigorous post‐secondary 

 standards and high quality 

 (valid, reliable) assessments

Ensure continuing to improve 

 teacher effectiveness and 

 supporting the equitable 

 distribution of qualified 

 teachers across the state

Expand the state’s support 

 and effective interventions 

 for the lowest‐performing 

 schools
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Presentation Notes
Advance Core Reforms: Assurances

States must address four specific areas identified in ARRA that evidence shows make a critical contribution to student results:

Making progress toward rigorous college- and career-ready standards and high-quality assessments that are valid and reliable for all students, including English language learners and students with disabilities; 

Establishing pre-K-to college and career data systems that track progress and foster continuous improvement;

Making improvements in teacher effectiveness and in the equitable distribution of qualified teachers for all students, particularly students who are most in need;

Providing intensive support and effective interventions for the lowest-performing schools. 
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ARRA Funds for Texas

Stimulus 

Title I, Part A  $944 M 

Title I, School Improvement Grants  $285 M 

Title II, Part D ‐

 

Education Technology  $59 M 

Title VII, Subtitle B ‐

 

McKinney Vento Homeless Assistance Act  $3 M 

IDEA, Part B ‐

 

Grants to States  $945 M 

IDEA, Part B ‐

 

Pre‐School Grants  $24 M 

Total  $2.2 B 

Stabilization  (SFSF)

Education Stabilization Fund (81.8%)  $3.2 B 

Government Services Fund (18.2%)  $723 M 

Total  $3.9 B 

Other 

Tax Bonds ‐

 

Specific LEAs $465 M 

Tax Bonds ‐

 

State Allocation  $538 M 

Total $1 B 
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LEA obligation timelines

September 30, 

 2011

Title I, Part A: in 

 absence of a 

 waiver, 85% must 

 be obligated

SFSF must be obligated

Title I, Part A: in absence of a waiver, 

 any remaining funds must be obligated

IDEA, Part B: (majority during 08/09 & 

 09/10) remaining funds must be 

 obligated

September 30, 

 2010
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Strategic Reform



 

Improve student achievement.



 

Effectiveness of our state reform efforts and the state’s 
 success among our peers will be solely based on your 

 commitment and progress toward the four target 
 investments.



 

BE BOLD!  Think very creatively and innovatively.

TEA is committed to providing every student in 

 Texas with access to an effective teacher, in an 

 effort to close the achievement gap.
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Question 1.  
 Drive results for students?

Will the proposed use of funds drive improved 
 results for students, including students in poverty, 

 students with disabilities, and English Language 
 Learners?
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Question 2.  
 Increase capacity?

Will the proposed use of funds increase 
 educator's long‐term capacity to improve results 

 for students?
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Question 3.  
 Accelerate reform?

Will the proposed use of funds advance state, 
 district, or school improvement plans and the 
 reform goals encompassed in ARRA?
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Question 4.  
 Avoid the cliff and improve 

 productivity?

Will the proposed use of funds avoid recurring costs 
 that states, school systems, and schools are 

 unprepared to assume when this funding ends?  
 Given these economic times, will the proposed use 

 serve as "bridge funding" to help transition to more 
 effective and efficient approaches?
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Question 5.  
 Foster continuous improvement?

Will the proposed use of funds include 
 approaches to measure and track 

 implementation and results and create feedback 
 loops to modify or discontinue strategies based 

 on evidence?




