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Jane Eyre, Charlotte Bronte 

 

 
 

1. You will need to purchase (or check out from your library) Charlotte Bronte’s Jane Eyre, 

read it, then write the four essays below. 

 

2. You will be assessed on how well you can state and support an important interpretive 

point (thesis). In doing this, you will be locating and ANALYZING important passages 

from the text. You must completely answer ALL of the following essay questions: 

 

3. With each essay, you must: 

1. Use direct quotes from the book. 

2. Avoid mere plot summary. 

3. Provide citations on ALL quotes and paraphrases. 

4. Citations will include the author’s last name and the page number: (Bronte, 56).     

 

The Essays 
 

1. How does Jane Eyre challenge the class structure of British society? (How does the 

use of a governess as a protagonist allow the novel to criticize these structures? Why is 

a governess a wild card in the social structure? Where does she fit in the class 

structure? Consider the factors of education, background, wealth, and gender.) 

 

2. Helen Burns, St. John, and Mr. Brocklehurst represent three possible approaches to 

religion. (How does the novel represent each of these characters? What does Jane 

learn from each of them? What is the relationship between gender and religion? What is the 

relationship between class and religion? How do these three characters fit with the 

developing theme of personal freedom? What obstacles do they represent?) 

 

3. Mrs. Reed accuses Jane of being deceitful. How is deceit a major theme in Jane 



Eyre? (What are the consequences of deceit? Do deceitful people always know they 

are being deceitful? How is deceit related to hypocrisy? How does Janeʼs life 

experience prove Mrs. Reedʼs accusation wrong? How is deceit related to Janeʼs 

devotion to her principles? In what ways does Jane remain ʻtrueʼ to herself when others 

try to deceive her?) 

 

4. Ethics and morality play a crucial role in the decisions Jane makes. In fact, many 

times Rochester seeks Janeʼs advice on theoretical moral dilemmas. Analyze Janeʼs 

moral beliefs. From what do they emanate (Religion? Personal experience?)? Are her 

beliefs the result of youthful idealism? How would you characterize those beliefs? 

What is more important to Jane, feelings or reason? 

 

*All essays will be due the 2nd full day of class! 
 
 


