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Overview - History Fair
NATIONAL HISTORY DAY

National History Day (NHD) is a highly regarded academic 
organization for elementary and secondary school 
students. 

Goals for National History DayGoals for National History Day
– Students choose historical topics related to a theme and conduct 

extensive primary and secondary research through libraries, archives, 
museums, oral history interviews and historic sites. 

– Students create products that are entered into competitions in the spring 
at local, state and national levels where they are evaluated by 
professional historians and educators.

The theme for this year’s National History Day competition is 
Innovation in History

(Taken from the National History Day website, www.nationalhistoryday.org)



Overview - History Fair
The FWISD social studies department sponsors the Elementary History 

Fair competition.

The FWISD History Fair competition promotes:
– critical thinking and problem-solving skills 
– research and literacy skills 
– oral and written communication and presentation skills 
– self esteem and confidence 

The social studies department strives for 100% participation in the 
Elementary History Fair each year.

This year the History Fair will take place on November 5, 2009 at the 
Wilkerson-Greines Activity Center.



Getting Started



Getting Started
Review the Curriculum Framework

– The Curriculum Framework, grades 1-5, contains a module related to 
History Fair.

– The module offers activities and resources related to History Fair

Explore the theme description and topic list created by the 
National History Day ProgramNational History Day Program

– National History Day 2009 Theme: Innovation in History
– Sample Topic list for 2009

Select a History Fair Coordinator
– Assists with the organization of the campus level history fair 
– Assists teachers with the process of registering the projects for the 

district level competition
– Visit the social studies website to submit the letter of intent and history 

fair coordinator form



Getting Started
Assist students with the selection of a topic that relates to 

the contest theme.

Assist students with the type of product to be created.
– Descriptions and judging sheets of the products are available at the 

National History Day websiteNational History Day website
– Student can participate in either of the following categories for the 

FWISD History Fair
• Exhibit Board – Group or Individual
• Documentary – Group or Individual
• Performance – Group or Individual

Begin the research process
– The most widely used research process in FWISD is The Big 6 
– The Big 6 Research Method provides a guide for students to gather 

and organize the information to create a product for History Fair



Getting Started

Examples of FWISD 
Exhibit BoardsExhibit Boards



Third Grade Group Winner  “ Phidippides-Communication that Runs 
Through History”







Fifth Grade Group “ Communicating their Declaration of 
Independence”



Fourth Grade Group Winner “ Braille: Communication by Touch”



Third Grade Individual Winner “ Pony Express-Mail Communication from 
1860-1861 by Horse and Rider”



Third Grade Group Winner “ Marconi-Wizard of the Wireless”



Getting Started
Evaluation of the History Fair project

– Daily class or homework grades for notes, rough draft, 
annotated bibliography

– Participation grades for keeping up with all materials, library 
behavior, peer editing

– Overall evaluation of the project



Research Tools



The Big 6 and History Fair

Big Six # 1: Task Definition
What am I supposed to do?
What information do I need in order to do this? (prompts)

•Who was involved? How is the topic important?

Research Tools

•Who was involved? How is the topic important?
•When did it take place and what else was happening at the time? 

How did the topic develop over time?
•Where did this happen?
•How and why did it happen?
•What exactly happened? How did the topic influence history? SO WHAT?
•Why is the topic related to conflict and compromise, the key to 
understanding?



What are possible sources 
to find this information?

Which ones are best for me to use?

Big Six #2: Information Seeking Strategies - specific to topic

Big Six #3: Location and Access

Where will I find these 
sources?

What are the keywords for my topic?



How will I record the information 
that I find?

____take notes using ____ cards
____take notes on notebook paper
____take notes using a data chart
____draw pictures
____talk into a tape recorder
____other ______________

How will I give credit to my 
sources?

title, author, copyright date,  publisher, 
place of publication, URL, page 
number REQUIRED on all

____write on cards
____write on notebook paper

Big Six #4 Use of Information

____other ______________ ____write on notebook paper
____write on data chart
____ annotated bibliography



Big Six #5: Synthesis

What product or performance will I 
make to finish my assignment?

____exhibition backboard 
(maximum 500 words original text on board)

____video documentary 
(10 minutes max)

How will I give credit to my 
sources in my final product?

____include an annotated bibliography

(10 minutes max)

____ video taped performance
(10 minutes max)



Big Six #6: Evaluation

How will I know that I have done my best? (ALL must be checked 
before assignment is turned in)

____My completed product fulfills the Task Definition (Big Six #1)

____The information found in Big 6 #4 matches information needed in Big 6 #1

____I gave credit to my sources (even if I used a textbook)

____My work is neat

____My work is complete and includes MY NAME and date



Essential Source Information

Keyword/Topic _____________________

Source title ________________________________________

Research Tools
Research Note Card – organizes information gathered from various 
sources

Source title ________________________________________
page # _______
Author ___________________________________________ 
Copyright date _______
Place of Publication __________________________________ 
Publisher ________________

Web URL __________________________________________ 
Date of Search ___________



Research Tools

• Primary sources - documents or records providing first-hand 
information or original data on a topic. They include original 
manuscripts, periodical articles, books, maps, photographs, sound 
recordings, etc.  

• Secondary sources - source created by someone either not • Secondary sources - source created by someone either not 
present when the event took place or removed by time from the 
event. Examples of secondary sources include textbooks, journal 
articles, histories, and encyclopedias 



Research Tools

• Annotated Bibliography - must explain how the source was used and how 
it helped you understand your topic. must explain how the source was used 
and how it helped you understand your topic

• What does an annotated bibliography look like? Examples

Dr. Seuss. The Lorax. New York: Random House,1971

This book is a wonderful example of human-environment interaction for all 
ages. It requires critical thinking to evaluate the actions of the Once-ler.

Wallace, Kelly. “Bush Stands Pat on Stem Cell Policy.” CNN. 13 August 2001. 
17 August 2001. http://www.cnn.com/2001/stem.cell/index.html

This article summarized the president’s position and political reasons for it.



Research Tools

Resources for Annotated Bibliographies

• School Librarian
• Landmarks Citation Machine

– This website generates completed annotated bibliographies– This website generates completed annotated bibliographies
– http://citationmachine.net/

• Oregon Library Elementary Site
– Provides activities for students to practice citing sources
– http://www.oslis.org/elementary/index.php?page=citeSources/



Requirements for History Fair



Requirements for History Fair
FWISD History Fair Rules (adapted from the National History Day Program @ nhd.org)

The paper or project must relate to the annual theme.

Students can only participate in ONE entry.

An individual exhibit, individual performance, or individual documentary must be the work 
of one student.  A group exhibit, group performance, or group documentary must of one student.  A group exhibit, group performance, or group documentary must 
be the work of a minimum of 2 students and no more than 5 students.  Each 
member must participate.

The project must be student work. Parents and teachers can only give advice and 
guidance.

The student must set up the project and supply the necessary materials.

Each project requires a title.



Requirements for History Fair
Required Written Materials for All Entries

You must have at least 2 copies of the following
Process paper – this document describes the process you used to create your project 
and is not to be attached to the exhibit

– The process paper includes the following:
How you chose your topic?
How you conducted your research?
Why you chose the type of product?Why you chose the type of product?
How does your project relate to the contest theme?

Annotated Bibliography – the annotated bibliography only lists the sources that help 
to complete the project

– the annotated bibliography is added to the process paper
– the annotated bibliography is not to be attached to the exhibit

Create a Title Page – include the following
The Title
Your name(s)
The Category
Grade Level



Requirements for History Fair
Registration for the District Elementary History Fair

Once each school has completed the campus History Fair, each of the 
winning entries will need to be registered.
• Grades 3-5 are eligible for the district competition
• Each school is limited to a certain number of entries per category.

• Individual Exhibit – Grades 3, 4, and 5 – one entry per level• Individual Exhibit – Grades 3, 4, and 5 – one entry per level
• Group Exhibit – Grades 3, 4 and 5 – one entry per level
• Documentaries – 1 entry per school
• Performances (Video Taped) – 1 entry per school

• Visit the social studies website and open the link labeled Registration 
forms. The information needed to register for the District Elementary 
History is to be entered into the registration forms. Only fill out the 
number of forms needed.  Note each page has two forms

• After you have typed in all of the information for each project in the 
registration form, you will email this document  to 
john.fernandez@fwisd.org.



History Fair Resources



History Fair Resources

Fort Worth ISD Social Studies Department Website – teacher created 
power points, primary source websites, tips for project design and 
registration forms and more – currently being updated

http://www.fwisd.org/socialstudies/Pages/default.aspx

National History Day Website – judging sheets, project descriptions, National History Day Website – judging sheets, project descriptions, 
suggested topics, explanation of theme and other materials

http://nhd.org/

Big 6 for Kids – online review of research method
http://www.big6.com/kids/



History Fair Resources

John Adrian Fernandez
Elementary Social Studies Teacher 

SpecialistSpecialist
817-871-2737

john.fernandez@fwisd.org



Reminders
History Fair Theme – The Individual in History

FWISD Social Studies website has excellent history fair resources

National History Day website provides several resources to assist with projects 

Review History Fair Requirements

Review the Curriculum framework Review the Curriculum framework 

Use the Big 6 to facilitate the research process

School librarians are invaluable

District Competition is November 5, 2009 at Wilkerson-Greines Activity Center

Schools can register projects for the FWISD History Fair online

Have Fun!


