
Lesson Plan Title:  Life in the 1920’s  
 (baseball to movies to automobiles to poetry) 
Written by:  Suzanne McGown  

Course/Grade Level: US History 11th grade 

Overview of the Lesson 
This lesson explores some of the cultural and constitutional issues that emerged during the 1920’s. 
Using the source provided the students will get a better idea of life during the 1920’s. 
 
TEKS/TAKS 

US5.a 

US13.a 

US20.a,b 

US24.d 

 

Objectives:  

• Student will be able to analyze and evaluate primary source material from the Library of 

Congress 

• Student will utilize skills in photographic analysis 

 

Time Required 
One to two class periods 

 

Materials Needed   
Primary sources from Library of Congress (attached) 

Photo analysis handout 

Primary source handout 

 

All Documents can be found at 

http://memory.loc.gov 

 



 

Procedure   
Introduce the 1920’s as a “roaring” period in history through lecture.  Tell students that they will 

be exposed to many primary sources to “experience” the culture.  The students will analyze one 

document in groups of 3 or 5.  Each student will fill out the photo analysis sheet within their own 

group.  The group then becomes the “expert” on the document.  Each group will then present 

their analysis to the class. (It works best to have them walk through the handout they are given) 

They can use the Elmo machine for presentation or you can make enough copies for each group. 

 

Student Assessment: 
Have students draw 5 sections on a piece of paper.  Label each section with one of the following 

topics: culture, women, prohibition, Harlem Renaissance, baseball.  Ask students to draw colored 

pictures that represent of that topic. 

 

TAKS Assessment  
The 19th amendment was important to the Women’s Rights movement because it provided 

constitutional justification for 

a. hate-crimes 

b. legal recognition of women 

c. womens ability to work in the workforce 

d. voting rights 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
PHOTO ANALYSIS 

 
1. Describe what you see in the photograph – forms, structures and arrangement of 

the elements.  This should be a factual observation.  Avoid personal feelings or 
interpretations. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Describe your personal feelings, associations and judgments about the image.  
Anchor your responses to something you see in the photo. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. List 4 things you might infer from this photograph. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. What 4 questions does this photograph raise in your mind?  
 



 

 
 



   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

COUNTEE CULLEN 
The Harlem Renaissance and His Effect 

 

 

         
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

“For a Lady I Know” 
She even thinks that up in heaven 

Her class lies late and snores, 
While poor black cherubs rise at seven 

To do celestial chores. 
      
 

 

 

 

 
Source: http://www.montgomerycollege.edu/Departments/hpolscrv/KWALTERS.htm 





 


