Bill of Rights-LOC lesson 2
By Bethan Stone
Fifth Grade

Objectives:
e Students will examine James Madison’s draft of the Bill of Rights and compare it
with the final document.
e Students will examine letters written by Thomas Jefferson and George
Washington supporting a bill of rights.
e Students will write amendments and letters supporting the amendments.

TEKS

(5.3) History. The student understands the events
that led from the Articles of Confederation to the
creation of the U.S. Constitution and the government
it established

(5.15) Government. The student understands how
people organized governments in colonial America.

(5.15) Writing/purposes. The student writes
for a variety of audiences and purposes, and in
a variety of forms.

Time
e One or two class periods

Context

In Lesson 15 of History Alive students will study the first ten amendments to the
Constitution. Using the Interactive Student Notebook, students will paraphrase the
meaning of each amendment. In order to realize that many important people supported
the addition of the amendments, students will examine letters written by Thomas
Jefferson and George Washington. Then they will compare James Madison’s draft of the
amendments with the final document.

Lesson

Ask the students how they might go about adding an addition to the Code of
Conduct that we recite each morning which would grant specific rights to students.
Would letters need to be written or would there need to be discussion? Would the
principal and teachers need to agree on the addition? This is similar to the procedure that
took place in order for the amendments to be added to the Constitution.

Present letters written by Thomas Jefferson to James Madison and George
Washington to Marquis de Lafayette in support of the amendments.



Point out persuasive language that is used in each letter and the audience for which it was
written.

Display the picture of James Madison, known as the father of the Constitution.
Ask guestions about what they see and inferences they might make from the picture.
Next display the draft of the proposed amendments one through six and discuss the
language Madison used. Compare his draft with the final document.

Extension

Working with their group, ask students to write one addition, or amendment, to
the Code of Conduct. It should grant a specific right to students, must be stated in a
scholarly manner, and it should relate to statements made in the Code of Conduct. Each
group will present their amendment to the class. Then individual students will write a
letter to the principal in support of the amendments using persuasive language
appropriate for the intended audience.

Assessment
Pick four of the Bill of Rights that, in your opinion, are the most important.
Illustrate their meaning and give reasons for your choices.
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The Thomas Jefferson Papers Series 1. General Correspondence. 1651-1827
Thomas Jefferson to James Madison, December 20, 1787 Image 727
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George Washington Papers at the Library of Congress, 1741-1799: Series
2 Letterbooks

George Washington to Marie Joseph Paul Yves Roch Gilbert du Motier, Marquis de
Lafayette, April 28, 1788 Letterbook 15 Image 83
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The Writings of George Washington from the Original Manuscript
Sources, 1745-1799. John C. Fitzpatrick, Editor.

Mount Vernon, April 28, 1788.

I have now before me, my dear Margs. your favor of the 3d of August in the last year;
together with those of the 1st. of January, the 2d. of January and the 4th. of February in
the present. Though the first is of so antient a date, they all come to hand lately, and
nearly at the same moment. The frequency of your kind remembrance of me, and the
endearing expressions of attachment, are by so much the more satisfactory, as | recognise
them to be a counterpart of my own feelings for you. In truth, you know | speak the
language of sincerity and not of flattery, when I tell you, that your letters are ever most
welcome and dear to me.

The Conventions of Six States only have as yet accepted the new Constitution. No one
has rejected it. It is believed that the Convention of Maryland, which is now in session;
and that of South Carolina, which is to assemble on the 12th of May, will certainly adopt
it. It is, also, since the elections of Members for the Convention have taken place in this
State, more generally believed that it will be adopted here than it was before those
elections were made. There will, however, be powerful and eloquent speeches on both
sides of the question in the Virginia Convention; but as Pendleton, Wythe, Blair,
Madison, Jones, Nicholas, Innis and many other of our first characters will be advocates
for its adoption, you may suppose the weight of abilities will rest on that side. Henry and
Mason are its great adversaries. The Governor, if he opposes it at all will do it feebly.

On the general merits of this proposed Constitution, | wrote to you, some time ago, my
sentiments pretty freely. That letter had not been received by you, when you addressed to
me the last of yours which has come to my hands. | had never supposed that perfection
could be the result of accommodation and mutual concession. The opinion of Mr.
Jefferson and yourself is certainly a wise one, that the Constitution ought by all means to
be accepted by nine States before any attempt should be made to procure amendments.
For, if that acceptance shall not previously take place, men's minds will be so much
agitated and soured, that the danger will be greater than ever of our becoming a disunited
People. Whereas, on the other hand, with prudence in temper and a spirit of moderation,
every essential alteration, may in the process of time, be expected.



You will doubtless, have seen, that it was owing to this conciliatory and patriotic
principle that the Convention of Massachusetts adopted the Constitution in toto; but
recommended a number of specific alterations and quieting explanations, as an early,
serious and unremitting subject of attention. Now, although it is not to be expected that
every individual, in Society, will or can ever be brought to agree upon what is, exactly,
the best form of government; yet, there are many things in the Constitution which only
need to be explained, in order to prove equally satisfactory to all parties. For example:
there was not a member of the convention, | believe, who had the least objection to what
is contended for by the Advocates for a Bill of Rights and Tryal by Jury. The first, where
the people evidently retained every thing which they did not in express terms give up,
was considered nugatory as you will find to have been more fully explained by Mr.
Wilson and others: And as to the second, it was only the difficulty of establishing a mode
which should not interfere with the fixed modes of any of the States, that induced the
Convention to leave it, as a matter of future adjustment.

Mrs. Washington, while she requests that her best compliments may be presented to you,
joins with me in soliciting that the same friendly and affectionate memorial of our
constant remembrance and good wishes may be made acceptable to Madame de la
Fayette and the little ones. | am &c.

P. S. May 1st. Since writing the foregoing letter, I have received Authentic Accounts that
the Convention of Maryland have ratified the new Constitution by a Majority of 63 to
11.%

[Note 32: From the "Letter Book™ copy in the Washington Papers.]
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The Conventions of a Nuntber of the, Stales having, af lhe Tome op

iy

their adopting the Confittution, expreffed a Defive, in Order to pre-
vent mifconfIruélion or abufe of ils Powers, that further declaratory
and reflriflve Claufes fhould be ad iﬂI{T-{ : And asextending the Ground
of public Confidence in the Government, will befl infure the bencficent
ends of its Inflitution—

ESOLVED, sy e SEXATE A¥d House oF REPRESENTATIVES OF
g UNiTED STATES oF AMERICA 18 CONGRESS ASSEMBLED, (WO
thirds of 'both Houlcs concurring, That the following articles be propofed
to the Legiflatures of the feveral States, as amendments to the ‘Conflitution
of the Unmed Stawez, all or any of which articles, when }'atilic:l i:l],.' three
fourths of the faid Legillatures, o be valid to-all intents and purpofes, as
part of the faid Conflitution—Viz.

Articues inaddition to,and amendment of, the Conflitution of the United
States of  America, propofed by Congrefs, and ratificd by the Legiflatures
of the feveralStates, purfuant to the fifth Arnticle of the original Conltitution,

ART-FCLE ta: - F I R 5T,

After the ficlt enumeration, required by the firlt article of the Conftituti-
on, there fhall be one Reprefentative for every, thirty thouland, until the
number fhall amount to one hundred ; to which number one Reprefentative
fhall be added for cvery lublequent increale of forty thoufand, until the
-I:{g_'prl:'l.—cm'.ll'ivcn hatb-amoun e twe hendred, to which number ona_Rapre-
{entative hall be added for every Mubfequent increale of dixty thouland
perfons.

ARTIELE v S ECQND.

No law, varying the compenfation for the fervices of the Senators and
Reprelentatives, [hall take effegl, until an elelion of Reprelentatives fhall
have intervened.

ARTICLE s THIRD.

Congrefs fhall make no Jaw cltablithing articles of faith, or a mode of
worlhip, or prohibiting the free exercile of religion, or abridging the free-
dom of {peech, or of the prefs, or the right of the people peaceably to affem-
ble, a::d to petition to the government for a redrels of gricvances.

ARTT CLEE =g cFE0 U-RoT H.

A well regulated militia, being neceflary to the fecurity of a free State,
the right of the people wo keep and bear arms, fhall not be infringed.

) e R T e O DA o T I ) R b
No fuldier fhall, in time of peace, be quartered inany houfe, without

the confent of the owner, nor in time of war, but in @ manner to be pre-
feribed by law.

AR TRGE L E i ang s TN T,

The right of the people to be fecure in their perfons, houles, papers, and
cffefls, againft unrealonable fearches and feizures, thall not be violated, and
oo warranis fhall iffue, bur upon probable canfe, fupported by cath or affir-
mation, and particularly deferibing the place to be fearched, and the perfons
ox things 1o be feized,




[Proposed Articles of Amendment]

New York: Thomas Greenleaf

[September 14, 1789]
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