THE THREE BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT

Learning Objectives: The students will

O

TEKS:

Materials:

Vocabulary:

Understand the roles of authority figures.

Identify the three branches of government.

Be introduced to the functions of the three branches of government.
Create a graphic organizer to visually represent the three branches
of government.

K.9A, K.15AB, K16, 1.11C, 1.17A,B, 1.18, 2.11A, 2.17A,B, 2.18

A piece of 84" X 11” construction paper for each student, copies of
the “Three Branches of Government Word and Picture Cut-Outs”
for each student, scissors, glue, an overhead transparency of
“Three Branches of Government Threefold Flip Booklet
Instructions,” (optional)

authority figure, executive, government, judicial, laws, legislative,
power

Teaching Strategy:

1.

To introduce the lesson, ask students who the authority figures are
in their homes and at school? List the responses on the overhead
or board. Lead a discussion concerning why there is a need for
authority figures at home and school.

Ask students to name some of the authority figures who have
power over them in the community. List responses and briefly
discuss the importance of these authority figures.

Tell students that our national government also has authority or
power over us. Explain that our government is divided into 3
branches of government and each branch has its own power and
responsibilities.

Following the attached “Three Branches of Government Threefold
Flip Booklet Instructions,” lead students through the process of
creating the booklet that will visually represent the three branches
of government. (An overhead transparency of the instructions may
be used, if the teacher desires.) The “Three Branches of
Government Word and Picture Cut-Outs” may be pre-cut by the
teacher or students may cut them out themselves.



5. After the booklets have been completed, the teacher should review
the three branches of government with students. The teacher may
also elaborate on such facts as:

* Though the President is the head of the executive branch, other
members of the branch include the Vice-President and 15
cabinet members, who head departments such as the
Department of the Treasury, Department of Defense,
Department of State, etc.

* The legislative branch is headed by Congress and consists of
two houses which are called the Senate and the House of
Representatives.

* Each state has two senators and the number of representatives
is based on the population of each state.

e The Supreme Court is the head of the judicial branch and
consists of 8 men and one woman

Extension for Gifted/Talented: Have students conduct further research on the 3
branches of government and create a poster illustrating the balance of power and
how each branch serves as a check for the other 2 branches.

Kathy Aldridge, Law-Related Education Consultant, State Bar of Texas, 2006.




Three Branches of Government
Threefold Flip Booklet Instructions

Step 1: Fold an 83" x 11" piece of construction paper “hot dog bun" style,
leaving the bottom 13 inches at the bottom of the paper uncovered.

Fold Line

1% inches

Step 2: Fold the paper into thirds.

<4— Fold Lines —»




Step 3: Unfold the paper and cut along the two inside fold lines on the top
flap to create three individual flaps.

Cut Line Cut Line

Step 4: Glue the "Three Branches of Government” title strip at the bottom
of the threefold flip booklet.

The Three Branches of Government




Step 5: Glue the titles/pictures of each branch of government on the flaps
of the threefold flip booklet.

Executive Branch

Judicial Branch

Legislative Branch

The Three Branches of Government

Step 6: Have students lift each flap and glue the appropriate description of
each branch of government in the correct section of the threefold flip

booklet.
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The President
makes sure the
laws are followed.
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The Supreme Court
explains the laws.
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Congress makes the
laws.
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Three Branches of Government Word and Picture Cut-Outs

Instructions: Cut out each piece by cutting on the dotted lines.
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The Supreme Court
explains the laws.

Congress makes the
laws.




