
Dear Employees of the Fort Worth ISD, 

As the Mayor of Fort Worth and as Superintendent of the Fort Worth ISD, we 

believe wholeheartedly that the key to our long-term success as a community 

is found in the education of our children, our future workforce. Fort Worth is 

now home to more than 830,000 residents, is one of the fastest-growing cities 

in the U.S. and boasts an average age seven years younger than the national 

average. For too long, the Fort Worth business community and civic leaders 

have been disconnected from our public schools. Now the greater community 

has an opportunity to step up and get involved to support the tireless work 

being done by FWISD educators. That is why, on Monday, September 26 

we are launching the Fort Worth literacy partnership with one goal – 100 

percent of third-graders reading on grade level by 2025.  

As teachers, staff, and adminstrators, you have dedicated your careers to 

the children in the Fort Worth ISD. The District can pride itself on many 

achievements due to your hard work and diligence. The majority of our schools 

meet and exceed state standards. Yet, based on the latest data, only three of 

every 10 third-graders in the 87,000-student population within Fort Worth 

ISD are reading on grade level. We know elementary literacy is one area which 

we must address. Our focus on third-grade literacy is intentional because of 

the critical correlation between third-grade reading proficiency and long-term 

academic success in all subjects, including math and science. Without having 

proficiency of reading at grade level by third grade, students often struggle for 

the entirety of their educational career. 

As each of you knows, up until third grade, children are learning to read; after 

that, they must be able to read to learn. Third grade is a turning point in a 

child’s academic “career”—all statistics show it is a make-it-or-break-it time 

for successful students.

This unprecedented venture will ensure all children in Fort Worth are 

prepared for college, career and community leadership.

This is an effort aimed at supporting the hard work being done by educators 

and working to collectively impact tangible success indicators. As educators, 

you will be the most integral part of the solution, therefore we wanted you to 

know about this announcement in advance.  



As your mayor, I’m also a proud graduate of Arlington Heights HS. I enjoyed 

raising all three of my children in FWISD schools. I spent decades in various 

leadership roles volunteering in our schools and they have truly been some of 

my most meaningful times in public service. I believe that we simply must each 

strategically do our part to encourage students to reach their full potential.  

As your superintendent, I know we cannot do this alone. This cradle-to-career 

strategy will put our FWTX 100 x 25 initiative front and center and align the 

resources of the Fort Worth ISD with the city’s business sector, city leaders, 

higher education, non-profit organizations, the faith-based community, as well 

as educators and parents.

We are pledging to you, as your Mayor and your Superintendent, to be fully 

committed to making sure this effort is successful. We know it is time for the 

business and civic leaders in our community to take an active role in helping 

each of you educate and raise the future of Fort Worth. 

We know you will agree that our children deserve the time and attention of the 

entire community. We are incredibly excited about the synergy of this effort 

and look forward to this unprecedented partnership that will make the Fort 

Worth ISD the most sought-after public school system in the U.S.  

“If not us, who? If not now, when?”  - Rabbi Hillel 

Sincerely, 

Mayor Betsy Price Superintendent Dr. Kent P. Scribner

This unprecedented venture will ensure all children in Fort Worth are 
prepared for college, career and community leadership.


