
 

 

 

 

August 22, 2017 

 
Dear Friends of Tanglewood: 
 
Over the last few months, there has been much discussion regarding the overcrowding issue at 
Tanglewood Elementary School.  Tanglewood currently has an enrollment of 875 students with 
the growth potential to approximately 1100 students in the next five years.   
 
I sincerely appreciate the active participation from so many stakeholders as possible solutions 
were being discussed.  There were community meetings, committees, staff meetings and lots of 
communication about the various options.  Initially, there were three options being considered: 
  

1. Build on to Tanglewood and make the existing campus a “mega-school” for 1100 students 
2. Build a new school within the existing Tanglewood boundary that would be part of a split 

campus design.  One school, (Tanglewood or the new school), would have PK –grade 2 
grades, and the other split campus would have grades 3 – 5 

3. Build a new PK – 5 school within the existing Tanglewood boundary 
 
Early on, some felt that selecting an option would be an impossible task.  However, with the 
commitment and engagement of the Tanglewood Elementary stakeholders, it became apparent 
that the majority of stakeholders favored Option 3.  This option is the best long-term solution and 
will assure academic excellence for years to come. 
 
Three clarifying points are: 
 

1. The students at Tanglewood and at the new campus will be in the Paschal pyramid.  They 
will attend McLean 6th, McLean Middle School and Paschal High School after elementary 
school. 

2. The existing Tanglewood boundaries will be split in half.  There will not be any expansion 
of the existing boundaries and all students currently in the Tanglewood attendance area 
will be at Tanglewood or the new campus. 

3. The new campus will be located south of Bellaire and west of Hulen.  The exact location 
will be shared when the purchase of property is completed.  It is anticipated that the 
location will be identified and communicated prior to the bond election. 

 
After selecting the best option, the next step in the arduous process was to consider where to 
divide the boundaries for the existing campus and for the new campus.  With the help of our 
consultants, our demographer and community input, we looked at where there was the best 
natural divide that would make both schools about the same size.  Our priorities remain to ensure 
equally strong instructional programs and staff at both campuses.   
 
The decision has been made to set the boundaries at Bellaire Dr. and Hulen St.  All students south 
of Bellaire and all students west of Hulen will attend the new campus.  All students residing both  
north of Bellaire and east of Hulen will attend the existing Tanglewood.  Students living within 
close proximity to Tanglewood will be considered for transfers in accordance with district policy.  
This includes making a request to the principal.  Transfers are honored on a space available basis.  
If a child is granted a transfer, it remains in effect through fifth grade.  Although this may not be a 
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perfect solution for everyone, I believe that it is the most reasonable long-term solution that 
considers academic growth potential and enrollment counts for both campuses. 
 
As the process of planning for a new campus moves forward, it is dependent on the upcoming 
bond election in November.  The funding for both the new campus and updates for Tanglewood 
and all of the FWISD schools is contingent on funding from the bond program that the District 
Trustees will ask the voters to approve on November 7, 2017.  Additional information about the 
scope of improvements for all schools will be presented in the coming weeks. 
 
The process to get to this point was full of rich, passionate discussion – as it should have been for 
something so important.  At the end of the day, we all want the same result –exemplary schools 
for all children.  Tanglewood has enjoyed a tradition of academic excellence for many years.  We 
can now look forward to designing, building, and opening another “Tanglewood” caliber school.   
 
Once again, thank you for your opinions, ideas, and your time.  We look forward to continuing our 
working relationship built on a common goal:  preparing all students for success in college, career 
and community leadership. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Kent P. Scribner, Ph.D. 


